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History ~ Geography ~ Cultures ~ Environment
ALL INTERCONNECTED & RELATED

GUNS, GERMS AND STEEL TRACES HUMANITY'S JOURNEY OVER THE LAST 
13,000 YEARS – FROM THE DAWN OF FARMING AT THE END OF THE LAST ICE 
AGE TO THE REALITIES OF LIFE IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY.

NAME:

Some countries developed more rapidly than others and were able to expand and 
conquer much of the world because of geographic fate. The natural resources available 
to them coupled with the native species and climate provided by their geography led 
them to become more agricultural and less reliant on hunting and gathering for survival. 
This agrarian lifestyle, in turn, allowed for the development of “specialists” within the 
civilization who could work on developing and perfecting the technologies necessary to 
make these civilizations more profitable, stronger, and more powerful than others 
around them. Those living in temperate climates with indigenous (local) animals that 
could be domesticated were more likely to develop advanced civilizations.

MAJOR POINTS TO CONSIDER  

๏ WHY WERE EUROPEANS THE ONES TO CONQUER SO 
MUCH OF OUR PLANET? 

๏ WHY DIDN'T THE CHINESE, OR THE INCA, BECOME 
MASTERS OF THE GLOBE INSTEAD? 

๏ WHY DID CITIES FIRST EVOLVE IN THE MIDDLE EAST? 

๏ WHY DID FARMING NEVER EMERGE IN AUSTRALIA? 

๏ WHY ARE THE TROPICS NOW THE CAPITAL OF 
GLOBAL POVERTY?


